146                        LATIN CHRISTIAEITT.                    BOOF V.

The Council of Paris enforced the solemn decree of
the Council of Frankfort The Iconoclastic Byzantine
Emperor, Michael the Stammerer, entered
into negotiations with the Western Emperor,
of which the manifest object was to compel the Pope at
least to amity, and to recede from the decrees of the
second Council of Nicaea asserted by his predecessors.
The ambassadors of Constantinople appeared in Borne,
accompanied by ambassadors from Louis. The Pope
Eugenius, who owed his Popedom to the Franks, who
sat on his throne only through their support, was in
great embarrassment: he was obliged to elude what he
ciaudins of dared not oppose. At no other time could a
Turin. bishop like Claudius of Turin have acted the
fearless Iconoclast in an Italian city, removed all images
and pictures, condemned even the cross, and lived and
died, if not unassailed by angry controversialists, yet
unrebuked by any commanding authority, undegraded,
and in the full honours of a Bishop. Claudius was a
Spaniard who acquired fame as a commentator on the
Scriptures in the court of Louis at Aquitaine. Among
the first acts of Louis as Emperor was the promotion of
Claudius to the bishopric of Turin. The stern reformer
at once began to wage war on what he deemed the
superstitions of the people. Claudius went much further
than the temperate decrees of the Council of Frankfort.
Images were to him idols; the worship of the cross
godlessness. Turin was overawed by his vigorous au-
thority. A strong party, not the most numerous,
espoused his cause. He was not unopposed. The Abbot
Theodemir, of a monastery near Nismes; Dungal, a
Scot, a learned theologian of Pavia, Jonas, Bishop of
Orleans, denounced his doctrines. But Theodemir in-